Latience for-perfection
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im [hxon 15 a pabicnl man.

and far more patient than

sl ]'J-uu]'llc.' mught be when

decidmg b start a new busi-
MCS5.

With a lifetime of expenence as a
wildlile sculptor. Dixon also harbored
an interest i fine furmiture. He always
knew some day he wounld like to oper-
ale a shop where he woubd reproduce
the masferpieces of Amencan -
miture, bl knewe o wonld take liome
o prepare a shop o do the job well.
and the way be knew it needed o be
done.

“I'm a wilkdhile sculplor by trsde.
That's what | vsed 10 do, bul Pve al-
ways been interested m troditional
[ermture,” he said. 1 mode a hiving
out of the carving, but decided 1o shill
gears oul of the carving and get into
the Turniture. At that point, | decided
lo save up lor this partiicular hme when
[ could put the company fogether.”

The company Dexon referred 1o is
Trachitional bEnterpnses, owoed  and
operated by him and his wile, Ginger.
in Horlock,
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He kmew it wouold take nn invest-
ment of capial and ime o be at the
level e wanted his busisess o be, and
[xon was willing 1o wail until he was
completely preparcd. That wait, as i
turned oul, would be nine years.

“I'm patient,” he said simply.

Patiemt indeed.

Reproducing hne [urniture 15 nod
mneommon. acoording o [Mxon, b
having the will and determination to
do it with the respect and craftsman-
ship he feels is necessary is another
thing.

“IUs gqule codmumHML Fosr people o
reprsduce  traditional fumitore, bt
there aren't a lot of people o there
who are willing Lo push the cnvelope
and put the panstaking detal inio "
hie =il

When he staris a project, [hxon
and his team, which he described
as M or 12 of ns, hand-selecl cach
board and cvaluate = quality for the

rigect. [ may sound o bl excessive,
Em when  reprodocing |'H:rt'|:|:t|L:u|-
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These three table legs, above,
represeni the three stages of re-
production  of cassic fornitore,
according to Jim Dixon, owner of
Traditional Enterprises. The left
leg shows a master, from which the
resin casi in the center was creat-
ed, The leg on the right is the final
product to become part of the fin-
ished work, which is a reproduction
of a Chippendale table from 1760,
The original table recently sold af
anction Tor $8.416 million.

At left, John Dadds, a carver
with Traditional Enterprises, works
on the defails of a project. Dadds
Joined the company to wotilize his
art skills in detailing pieces for the
COMmpany.

Phatos by Jeff Moreland



Matt Dixon works with the sofiware used by the
company to help in the creation of a traditional piece
of Turniture. Mait moved to Maryland from Florida to
work with his brother at Traditional Enterprises. Jim
said the soffvware normally takes around a year to mas-
ter; but added that Matt is well ahead of that pace,

Photo by Jeff Moreland
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there is no such tng os excessive, A project the: team 1z
currently working on 15 o reproduction of & vintage Chip-
pendale scalloped-iop tea table, The ongipal was created
by John Goddand of Mewport, Rhode Island i 1760, and
recently sold af an aoction through Sotheby™s, a famons
atction house, for S840 million, The table was purchased
b Adbert Sack, of whom Dhixon sakd, "He's like EF Hin
o When he talks, people listen,”

The fable was referred to by ihe Keno brothers, who e
experts in the feld of teaditional Terniture, as “The Holy
Cirail of American Dirniture ™

Drixom =aid there are only six eoginals of this form of
tahle.  The table being done by Traditional Enterprises,
LLC s taking the best details From each of the 6 originals,
combining them o create an extroomdinary original fable
“emmkiing the masters of ihe past™

Sa o does he get such detall and quality? [0s 0 mix of
skill, determuistion and lechnology

Traditional Emterprise emplovs people with backgrouml=
in art, woodworking, iooling aml other Gelds, amd Dison
saied he feels he has put togeiher o grest feam

“Its move like o Gmily, We are all cooworkers, 1108 oo
an emplovee-emplover relationship,” be explained

In addition 1o the close-knil atmosphere, technology
phivs o mode as well, Inoan age when compuiers e every
where, the woodworking industry is oo different. Dison
saied Iis company wses ihe spme sofiware as Wall Disney,
Boeing and MASA o caplure every detail of the original
masterpiece and create ihe details down o perfection

“Thee woodworking indosiry will not even consider this
type of softwane becanse i1°s 50 pricey,” Dixon said. "B
the results you can get out of this softwire, being able o
shosw thae client what 175 going o ook like nght there, sou
just Gl achieve that from a diswing”

The extra effort Thixon pud infe the venture las already

See PATIENCE, frage 12
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prowen too be wortlwhile, With less
tham o vear wikler its beli, Traditional
Emterprises is alremly doing business
arouml the world, and ooly ecently
[hacedd s first sl

"We're doang a project for a clien
in the Unifed Kingdom awl making
i piatnee formiture foe them,” be said,
T ey vt the anatoay right on, amd
they are going after ihe best of ihe
best picces.”

His business is primerily Turniiurne,
i Daxon has ecently worked for
compiiter giant Microsoll amd oiher
large companies, Stll, that is w1 the
post e pooject by far

“We made the Chanmnel 9 Guy,” he
il

A television stalwan in Washingion
state, ves, vou guessed i, Channel 9,
comfacted Trditional Easerprises o
create a pair of fve-fool replicas of
iheir tiny fosin Channel 9 Goy hand
L1 E

"We made them ot of an exterior
prixiuct becanse they were going (o be
sed outsade,” he said,

S0 how does o small company dio so
iich bisiness with liftle sdveriising?
Crimomn saied it's just wond of mouth

"Cher vendors are talking, our in
surance people ae talking, and ihe
word is geiting around abo how
Ui o connpeany is and s mnch
aftention we iy o detail,. We ane
very diversified,” e sid. He added

Bkl

that the company averages abou three
new progects coming in the door each
wich

Primomy is interested in cresfing cus-
tomn Furpiture, bul his company also
prowides services. Since he commiconly
has a need for specially made parts for
his machinery, such as custom knives
tor the shapers, rmaters and other fools
in the shop, he decided o invest the
money fo be able o produce those
toels limseli rather than depend on
srumeone else 1o make them. T tum,
he decided it would be s good idea to
pud thiel machinery o even mone use
and produce parts for cther companies
as well. He purchased a profile grinder
and solved hoth issoes.

“A ot of companies huwve (o wail
three weeks or mwore to gel a profile
roter bk made & ot of tinees for
us, when we're i a sitpatiom whene
we necd the router bil in a hurry, we
don't have the luxory of waiting three
weeks,” Dixon said. "Ohar company
nod only creates [ine furmitene and
unigue products, bl prodocts and
services [or olher businesses as well”
Some of Traditional Enterprises’ ser-
vices include custom woodworking
and finishing, architectural mill work,
turmings, duplicarvings and with the
prodile grinder, they are able to creste
and sharpen custom profile Enives.

[imem sakd hoving his own grinder
in the shop allows him o tarn aroond
an order for a customer in bess than a
day, opposed to et three 1o six-week
wail.

ALl finishing is done in a special

Jim Dixon and his co-workers af Traditional Enterprises pose with
soime of thelr work. From left are, John Dadds, Carl Ewing, Mark Stock-
ley, Mati Dixon, Jim Dixon, Monty Holliday and Mike Martin.
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Phroer By Jeff Moveland

Jim Dixon, owner of Traditional
Enterprises, looks over the details
of his company’s reproduction of a
porringer table. This type of table
was used for serving Tood such as
soups in bowls, sccording to Dixon.
The corners of the talde are rowmd-
el to the shape and size to hold a
bowl.

Phiote by Jeff Moreland

misdernized room with o cusiom-
built spray boothe Al of Tradidional
Emerprises services are performed
in an environmentally controlled fa-
cility with heating and A through-
o "ﬁ.:lh their state-ol-the-a CAD
CAM software they can do 200 and
A0 CAD drawings and more Tor ofiher
husinesses. With the state-ol-the-ar
machinery, such as the custom-hailt
OB pomder and cralismen with over
100 vears of combined expenence,
rimon sakd il you can dream i, we
can make it

With his dresm op and renming, yel
nowhere near complele, Dhixon said
he is apprecisive of these whn have
supported him. He said his fther-in-
lavw and meother-in-lew have hoih been
there lor them as they have opened
the dors of Trsdtiomsl Enterprises, as
well as government officials in Hur-
lock and Porchester County,

“The council members ke come
oy us el omdy as a group, but indiyiduo-
ally, and said il there’s anything they
can oo for us, ket them ko™ Dhxon
siaid. “Also, the mayor is excited, oo,
W are excited 1o be part of the com-
mnnity here in Huarlock snd look for-
wand o comtinuing o grow and be a
|11:3jnr assel o others.”

U the Wels:
www. traditionalonterprises.com
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